
 
Sunday, April 18, 2021  Third Sunday of Easter 

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
PRELUDE April in Paris Vernon Duke 

 Jazz Ensemble 

WELCOME, GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Michael Waschevski 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (from the Iona Community, Scotland) 

The world belongs to God, 
 the earth and all its people. 
How good it is, how wonderful 
 to live together in unity. 
Love and faith come together; 
 justice and peace join hands. 
Open our lips, O God, 
 and our mouths shall proclaim your praise! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, in Christ you have shown us the way, revealed to us your truth, and offered everlasting 
life. Keep our eyes upon him, that we may see your path more clearly, know your trust more fully, and 
receive your life more abundantly; through Christ who dwells with you and the Holy Spirit in eternal 
glory. Amen. 

HYMN 246 Christ is Alive!  (verses 1 and 2) (see end of bulletin) 
 Laura Collins, soloist  -  Ahreum Han Congdon, organ 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Josh Stewart 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord Jesus Christ, how well you know our hearts, and still you love us. We have denied you, and we 
have denied our calling to serve one another. We have betrayed you, and we have betrayed your 
commandment to love one another. We have not been vulnerable with you, and we have not been 
vulnerable with one another as sisters and brothers in faith. 
Pour out your Spirit of grace upon us. Teach us to love and serve you faithfully and to love and serve 
one another by the example you have set for us; in your holy name we pray. Amen. 

We continue with a moment for silent prayers and personal confession. 

 



KYRIE 437  (see end of bulletin) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

The Lord Jesus has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. The promise is fulfilled, and love’s 
redeeming work is done. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

  Thanks be to God. 

GLORIA PATRI 581  (see end of bulletin) 

ENCOUNTERING GOD’S WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Holy God, send your Holy Spirit upon the reading of your Word that it may serve to show us the way of 
life and lead us into your presence where there is fullness of joy. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Psalm 139.1-18 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern 
my thoughts from far away. You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my 
ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely. You hem me in, behind and 
before, and lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot 
attain it. Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, 
you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the 
farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. If I 
say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night,” even the darkness is not 
dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. For it was you who formed my 
inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was 
being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes beheld my unformed 
substance. In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet 
existed. How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! I try to count them—
they are more than the sand; I come to the end—I am still with you. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Ann Nielsen 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1.26-2.5 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence 
of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.” 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty 
words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I 
came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not 
with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith 
might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

SERMON “To Render Oneself Vulnerable” Brian Coulter 

 

 



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES’ CREED  Brendan McLean 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

ANTHEM Alleluia Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
 Laura Collins, soprano 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  Robyn Michalove 

GOING IN GOD’S NAME 
HYMN 298 Lord, You Give the Great Commission  (verse 1) (see end of bulletin) 
 Laura Collins, soloist  -  Ahreum Han Congdon, organ 

BENEDICTION  Grace Clingman 

POSTLUDE A Lot of Livin’ to Do Charles Strouse 
 Jazz Ensemble 
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